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INDIANS living in-the
UAE expect that India’s
ties with Singapore would
take a giant leap as the is-
land stale'is set to host the
first-ever Asia-Pacilic In-
dian diaspora event from
Oct.9-11, which is expected
to attract non-resident In-
dians, from the Asean re-
gion. .

The Singapore's Senior

‘Minister of State for For-

eign Affairs Dr Balaji Sada-

‘sivan was recently in Dubai
* . to invite the rich Indian di-

aspora to the unique event,

Speaking at a reception
hosted in his honour hy
India Club, Dubai, the min-
ister said more than HO0
distinguished delegates,
comprising of high profile
persenalities from Asia-Pa-
cific’s business fraternity,
key governmental institu-
taons and leading aeademic
think-tanks are expected to
attend the thres-day event.

Modelled after  the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) event held anoually
in India, this business fo-

cused conference will pro-
vide a rarg opportunity for
delegates 'to get inzights
into contemporary business
and investment opportuni-
ties in India.

“India’s annual Pravasi

Bharatiya Divas is geen as
a fostive conclave with a
global reacl, But during
the "PBD Singapore,” ng
social or gultural problems
of the diaspora will he dis-
eugged, The ohjeetive is to

prompte an event with a
difference, which will be in

tune with the City State's
efforts to remain an eco-
naommie hub in the Aszia-Pa-

cifie zone,” said the minis-
e

All four of Singapore's
top leaders will address the
Indian diaspora on the
opening day of the PBD
Singupore. While Singa-
pore Prime Minister Leo
Hsien Loong will formally

Sunil Singh, Dr Balaji Sadasivan, Venu Rajamony and Dileep Nair at the receplion hosted by

Kamal Kassin / The Gulf Today

India Club, Dubai,

acts Indian diaspora

inaugurate the two-day
conference, Senior Minister
Goh Chok Tong will host a
lunch dialogue with the
participants. Later, an in-
teractive seasion has been
scheduled with Minister
Mentor Lee Kuan Yew,
while President SR Nathan
will be the chief guest at
the dinner for the dele-
gubes.

Earlier, welcoming the
minister Consul General of
India in Dubai Venu Raja-
mony said that the leaders
of Singapore have shown as
much commitment for
India’s growth as for Sin-
gapore.

“The people and govern-
ment of Singapore have al-
ways stood for people and
government of India, There
are few countries, we value
friendship as we do Singn-
pore’s,” he said.

Earlier, India Clab
chairman Sunil Singh wel-
comed the minister in ira-
ditional manner and pre-
senled a shawl, Singapore’s
Consul General in Dubai
Dileep Nair was also pre-
sent on the oceasion.
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